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M O5ST 


Excellent MajesrTy. 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 


O accept of this 
Treatiſe , part of 
which was preached 


in Your Royal Chappel be- 
fore the late Queen, Your 
Maj:Ry's Dearelt Confort of 
bletſed Memory. - That 1 
did not then Preſent it eo 
the Hands of that Excellent 
Princeſs, was the Imperfe- 
A 3 ction 


Etion of the Work, (I having 
deſigned ſome further en- 
largement upon thar Subject) 
otherwiſe I ſhould moſt 
chearfully have complied 
with ſome approving Inti- . 
mation then given, in order 
ro a Command for the Pub- 
liſhing of ir. The whole 
being now finiſhed, is moſt 
humbly ſubmicted to Your 
Majeſty's Cenſure, by 


Your MAJESTY'S 
Moſt humble and Obedient 
Subjeft and Servant, 


William Aſſhecon. 
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AVING made my ſelf 
H 4 Debtor to the l'ublick, 

for &4 Plain Method of 
Devotion for Sick and Dying Per- 
ſons: And one chief part of that 
Devotion being the Exerciſe of « 
true Repent ance, ( for the Minifter 
who wiſits the Sick Perſon, is di- 
refted by the Church of England 
to examine, Whether he repent 
him truly of his Sins?) /ef# Mer 
ſhould from bence be encourated to 
defer their Repent ance to 4 Sick and 
Dying Bed, (as if they mioht ſafe- 
ly enjoy their Sins in their Health, 
becauſe they are admoniſhed to Re- 
A 3 pent 


The Pretace. 


pent when they come to Dye) I 
have therefore wery faithfully exa+ 
mined that matier: And have ex | 
deavoured in the following Treatiſe 
10 convince them, That though Re- 
pentance, 4s all other Graces, muſt 
be exerciſed and improved upon the ' 
approach of Death (for our Lamps 
muſt be trimmed when the Bride- 
| comes ) yet A Death-bed 

epentance 15 neither comfarta» 
ble nor (ate. 


THE 
CONTENTIS. 


FH E Soul is Immortal, and ſhall be 
Eternally «uber Happy 6r Miſe» 
rablc. Page Fo, 
This Life the only time to fit and prepare 
ws for our Future Eternal State. 2. 
The | Vicious, Sen) ual, and Impenitemt, ſhalt 
be miſerable, Ibid. 
But ſuch as are Obedient to the Laws of 
the Goſpel ſhall be happy. 2. 
Hence it is both our Intereſt and Duty, to 
take care of our Souls, and provide for 


Eternity. Ibid. 
But this generally negleted, and why, 
Ibid. 


The Caſe of a Death-bed Re pentance ſtrift- 
ly examined, and im what method. F. 
What is meant by a Death-bed Repen- 


ance. 6. 


What by true Repentance. 
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The Contents. 
The V UH ” ar Not £013 of Reventarce. Thid. 
Which yet, as is (owed, is no Go pel Ree 

DW ance, Ib! d. 


Is/pat Repu nance 15 ſaving. I], 
How for, and ata it man! Sick and 
Dymg SIunceh © y be able to Repent. 

L 3. 

IWicked Mein, when thcy come to Dye, 
»W1. '} remember tur Js. 1 6, 
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They may earneſ# 1) beg Pardon for their 


Sims. 15, 

They may mak” ery ſerious Re; olutions 

U Limerdmiert. 19. 

T7 v7 may m.'we Re{titution. 20. 
IWhethr all this will amount to true Re- 
CM ance, Zl. 
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DISCOURSE 


Concerning a 


Death-bed Repentance, 


? IS the faint Difate even 
of Natural Reaſon , but 
| the more dear and full 


Diſcovery of Revelation, 

That when we dye,, when our Soyls 
ſhall be ſeparated from our Bodies, 
when we leave this World, we ſhall 
not then periſh like the Brutes, and 
ceaſe to bez but Ol Hh on 
tinue in another State and Capacity, 
either of Happineſs or Miſery, to aj 
Eternity. And we are further in- 
ſtructed from Divine Revelation in 
A 4 the 
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the Holy Scriptures, That this preſent 
Life, this ſhort and uncertain time of 
continuance in this World, is the on- 
ly ſpace of Probation and Trial, to 
fit and prepare us for our future Eter- 
nal State. As the Tree falls, /o ut lies. 
There is no Work nor Repentance in 
the Grave. But as Death ſhall ſeize us, 
in the ſame Capacity we ſhall appear 
before the Throne of God, and ſhall 
then be diſpoſed of in an irreverſible 
unalterable State, either of Happineſs 
or Miſery. 

Thoſe who make their own Will 
their Law, and who are guided and 
ated by their own vicious ſenſual 
Inclinations, they ſhall be eternally 
miſerable. Or according to our blunt 
way of exprefling it in our Englsb 
Language , They ſhall be Damned, 
that 15,they ſhall be condemned rothar 
ſtate of Miſery, which the Juſtice of 
God hath prepared to be the ſad Lot 
and Portion of all impenitent Sin- 
ners. 

But on the other hand; Thoſe who 
follow che Divine Conduct, and are 
obedient 
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obedient to che Laws of the Goſpel 3 
fuch Perſons, through the Mercy ot 
God, a::d the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſhall be ſaved and preſerved from the 
Wrath to come. And ſhail be placed 
in that happy State and Capacity, 
where they ſhall not only be freed 
from Miſery, but ſhall further be ſe- 
cured in the unalterable enjoyment 
of an unexpreflible Happineſs and 
Satisfaction. 

From theſe Conſiderations you are 
fully convinced, thar it is both your 
Intereſt and Dury to take care of your 
Souls, and provide for Erernity. But 
the fad miltake is this, (and it is the 
ruin of thouſands , you fancy it 1s 
time enough hereafter to entertain 
luch Thoughts. © You have ſo much 
* Diverſion and Employment in the 
* World, that you have lictle or no 
time for tne Duries of Religion. But 
when you Fave ſettled your Afﬀairs, 
and &ff »arched rbis or that + When 
you h.vc wproved or cleared your 
* Elttates: Whea you have taken in 
this Mortgage , finiſhed that Pur- 
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© chaſe, &c. When the hurry of theſe 
© things is over, and that you can call 
your 'Thoughts your own, rhen you 
promiſe your ſelves to be very Reli- 
gious; that is, when you have done 
with this World , You will provide 
* for the next. When your Bodies be- 
gin to be crazy, and your ftrength 
to decay 3 When you are laid upon 
a Sick-bed, and have loſt the reliſh 
* of ſenſual Pleaſures, then you fancy 
© you ſhall have both leiſure and in- 
* clination to repent of your Sins, 

* and to beg Pardon for them. And 
* whenever you do Repent, (tho' it 
* be bur upon your Death-bed) God, 
* who is very merciful, hath promi- 
* {ed to accept you. 

I appeal now to your own Conſci- 
ences if this is not the very Language 
of your hearts: Bur know, that your 
hearts are deccitful, and take heed 
leſt chey be further hardned through 
the deceirfulneſs of Sin. 

That I may therefore awaken your 
Conſideration, and convince you of 
your danger in truſting to a broken 
Recd : 


C 
c 
c 
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Reed: That I may make you ſenſible 
how unſafe it is to depend upon a 
Death-bed Repentance , I ſhall very di- 
ſtinetly examine that matter. By 
ſhewing, 


rt. What i meant by true Repentance ? 

2. I ſhall enquire, How far, and in 
what manner a Sick and Dymng Sinner can 
be able fo Repe uw? 

3. I ſhall deſire fuch Perſons ſadly 
to conlider , What [mall hope there 1s, 
rhat ſuch kind of Repentance ſhould find 
acceptance with God. 

4. I ſhall examine thoſe Two noted 
Scripeure-inſtances commonly menti- 
oned in farour of a Death-bed Reper- 
cance, wit. The Labourers m the Vine- 
yard, who came in at the eleventh hour. 


And, The Thief upon the Croſs. 


But as Preparatory to my enlarge 
ment on theſc Particulars, whereby it 
will be more diltinct and inſtructive ; 
I mult #7 / premiſe, what is meanc by 
2 Death-bed Repentance. 


Now 
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Now a Death-bed Repentance de- 
notes Two things. 


rt. A finiſhing that great Work of 


Repentance which we begun in our 
Healths, and took ſome care to carry 
on amidſt the Buſineſs and Diverſions 
of this World; But do now more ſo- 
lemnly compleat at our Deaths, by re- 
viewing the State of our Souls, and 
perteQing our Accounts with God. 

This kind of Death- bed Repentance 
is fo far from being a- miſtake, that ic 
is a necellary Duty, and is the com- 
mendable practice of good and pious 
Men. Bur, 

2. There is a Vulgar Notion of a 
Death-bed Repenrance, wiz. 

© When a Man then begins to Re- 
* pent when he comes ro dye. When 
* a Man hath ſpent all his Life in the 
* gratiſying of his Luſts, and hath fol- 
X _ his own vicious Inclinations. 
* When he hath denied himſelf no 
© carnal Satisfactions, but hath taken 
© his fill of ſ:nſual Pleaſures: And yer 
© ſuch a Man, when his Body is difa- 
* bled, and Death approacheth, fo 
that 
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© that he hath neither time nor incli- 
© nation to Sin any longer,will pretend 
© to be ſorry for his Sin, and Repent. 
This we call a Death-bed Repentance. 

Now how w«n/afe and uncomtortable 
ſuch a Death-bed Repentance is, I 
ſhall endeavour to convince you, by 
examining the formentioned Particu- 
lars. 


I. What its meant by true Repentance. 

The vulgar and common Notion of 
Repenrance, 1s evidently this: 

When a Man hath committed a fault, 
and bath done ſomething amiſs, and s 


then /orry for it ; us grievved and troubled 
that be bath done it, and doth heartily 
wiſh it had not been done. Such a Man, 


'we uſually fay, doth Repenc of ſuch 


an Action. 

But this is not the full adequate No- 
tion of a Goſpel-Repentance; of ſuch 
a Repentance as ſhall find acceptance 
with God. 

This is but the Repentance of Male- 
factors at the Gallows; nay, it is no 
other than the Repentance of Cain and 
Tudas. It 
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It is obſerved , That the moſt pro- 
fligate condemned Wretch when he 
comes to dye, will be very ſorry for 
what he hath done. He will be much 
aſhamed, and will have great Indigna- 
tion againſt himſelf, tro think he ſhould 
be fuch a fool topart with his precious 
Life, and all the Comforts and Satisfa- 
ions of this World, in ſuch a vile ip- 
nominious manner, to be ried up like 
a Dog, perhaps for the taking of a few 
Sheep. How will ſuch a Fellow fawn 
upon, and flatter the Judge , That if 
be will but ſpare bim, O what an honeſt 
Man he wil! :hen be! And yet do but 
procure his Pardon, and ler him looſe, 
and he is quickly at the old Trade. 
Nay, *tis great odds but you have him 
again by the next Afﬀizes. 

Now-will any one pretend that in 
ſuch a Caſe as this, there is erue Re- 
pentancc * 

Which yet is more evident from 
thoſe Scripture-Inl[tances of Cain and 
Judas. 

It ſeems very probable, from the cir- 
cumſtances of his Story, that Cam did 


repent. 
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repent of the Murther of his Brother. 
My puniſhment, ſaith he, « greater than 
* I can bear, Gen. 4. 13. But becauſe in 
the Judgment of ſome Learned Men, 
this is rather an inſtance of Deſpair 
than Repenting-Sorrow ; I ſhall not 
much iniiſt upon this of Cain. But as 
to the other inſtance of Judas, 'tis 
expreſs and undeniable. 

You read his Story, Matth. 27. 3, 4, 
F. Then fudas which bad betrayed him, 
when he [aw that he was comdemmed, re- 
pented himſelf, and brought again the thirty 
pieces of ſilver to the chief Prieſts and Ei 
ders, ſaying, I have ſinned, im that I have 
betrayed the innocent Blood. And they 
faid, What x that to ws? [ee thou to that. 
find he caſt down the pieces of ſilver in the 
Temple , and departed, and went and 
hanged him/elf. 

Here are as ſignal Inſtances that Ju- 
das did ſincerely repent of what he 
had done,as can poflibly be given. For 
beſides the expreſs Teſtimony of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which in plain terms tells 
us he did Repent, and chat he himſelf 
declared, He had {rmed in betraying the 


immocent 
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immnecent Blood : He furcher gives this 
evidence , that he was in carnelt, he 
not only reſtores the r<:rty pieces, but 
in horror and conſternation of Mind, 
be went and banged him ef. 

Here is, I ay, in this inſtance as 
much Grief, and Trouble, and Vexati- 
on for the Commiſlion of a Sin,and as 
noted evidence that he was heartily 
ſorry for it,as can poſlibly be ſuppoſed. 
And y-t 'tis as plain, that this Repen- 
tance of fudas was not an Evangelical 
Repentance , ſuch a Repentance as 
was accepted by Almighty God. Our 

leſſed Saviour, who 15 Truth it ſelf, 
having paſled this Decree upon him : 


Wo wnto that man by whom the Son of 


man ns betraye d: ut bad veen po d f y that 
mon, if be bad nut been born, Math. 
26. 24. 

'T . 

It appears from theſe premiſes,that 
there is more requircd to a ſaving Go- 
ſpel-Repentance than trouble of Mind. 
When a Man baib committed a fault, he 
may be ſorry for H, ve — £rieve and 
mourn that be bath done'it ; be may bear- 
tily wiſh it bad no: been done; be may 
m ike 


£19 _ a RN WBwo Mk a <4 


F A alk was 


Ws «© wwe 


Repent ance. Ir 


make Reftitution of his ill-gotten Gocds. 
All this may be done; thus far he may 
proceed, and yet his Regentance is but 
imperfeRt, and ſhall never find accep- 
tance with a pure and holy God. 

But here you will fay; 

If Men may proceed thus far, and 
yer their Repenrtance is not true and 
ſaving; How ſhall we know that we 
have true Repentance; and wherein 
doth the nature of it conſiſt ? 

To this I anſwer, 

God only can inſtruc us what is true 
Repentance. That is, it is very agree- 
ble to the Majeſty and Sovereignty of 
God to preſcribe the Terms and Con- 
ditions of Salvation, and to appoince 
his Creatures what they muſt do; how 
they muſt behave themſelves to be ac- 
cepted by him. 

Now there is no other way to be 
informed in this matter, but to con- 
ſuit the Holy Scriptures. In thoſe 
' Sacred Writings, the Divine Wiſdom 
hath ſufficiently revealed his Will , 
and hath plainly told us, bat i is 
that he required of ws ; and what we are 
to 
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ro do, that we may mherit Eternal Life. 
We are expreſly admoniſhed , That 
without holineſs mo man ſhall ſee the Lord, 
Heb. 12. 14. That the wnrizhteous ſhall 
not mberit the kingdom of God. Be not 
deceived: meither fornicators, nor tdolaters, 
nor adul: erers, mor effeminate, nor abuſcrs 
of them/el ves with mankind, nor thieves, 
nor covetonus, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, ſhall mberit the kingdom 
F God, x Cor. 6.9, 10. If ye live after 
ibe f ſh, Je ſhall die: but if ye through the 
fprrit do mortify the deeds of the Body, ye 
live, Rom. 8. 13. Be not decerved ; 
God is not mocked : for whatſoruer a man 
ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. For he that 
fawerh t2 bis fleſh, (hall of the fleſh reap 
corruption : but he that ſoweth to the [purity 
go of the ſpirit reap life everla#ing, Gal. 
, 8. For the Son of man ſhall come in 
-1 glory of bu Father, with his angel; ; 
and then be ſhall rew wd every man ac- 
cording to his works, Matth. 16. 27. And 
the Son of God bemg made perfett, he 
became the Authcr of eternal [alvation un- 
to all them that obey him, Heb. F. 9. 
And St. Paul doth plainly admonith 
Us, 
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ns, That the Lord Feſus ſhall be revealed 


from heaven, with bis mighty angels m 
flamirg "fire , taking wengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the 
Goſpel of our Lord Te PT Chriſt, 2 Thel. 
I. 7. 8. 

From theſe places of Scripture (to 
omit many others) it evidently ap- 
pears, That attual Holineſs, and afual 
Obedience to the Laws of the Goſpel x the 
indi[penſible Condition of Salvation. And 
conſequently to be only Sorry for our 
Sins; to be troubled that we have done 
amils ; unleſs this Sorrow do bring 
forth fruits meet for Repentance; that 
is, unleſs it be attended with actual 
Reformation and Amendment, it is not 
a true and Evangelical Repentance , 
ſuch a Repentance as God hath pro- 
miſed to accepr. 


2. I am to examine, How far, and 
m what manner a Sick and Dying Sinner 
can be able to Repent ? 

And this I ſhall beſt perform by a 
plain repreſentation of matter of Fact. 
Whilſt I faithfully remind you, how, 
or 


, 
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or in what manner you may happen 
to dye. 

I. You may dye [uddenty, 

This hath been many a Man's caſe, 
and you have no aſſurance to the con- 
trary, but it may be yours. If ſome 
hidden Diſtemper do not thus extin- 
guiſh the Lamp of Life, your own Sin 
and Folly may then puff it out. You 
may happen in ſome private Quarrel, 
unexpectedly to dye at the point of a 
Sword, and fo may fall a Sacrifice to 
your Luſt, to your Malice, or Re- 
venge. Burt whatever may occaſion 
your Death; if ir be ſudden, it is then 
impoſhble for you to RUNS upon 
your Death-beds. And it you have 
not taken care in your life-time to 
perform that great Work, then ac- 
cording to the Laws of the Goſpel, 
you are utterly loſt and undone for 
ever. For except ye repent , ye ſhall all 
likewiſe periſh. 

2. You may dye raving Mad, or ſtu- 
pray Serſleſs. 

There is a ſufficient Maſs of vicious 
corrupted Humours, or (as Phyſicians 
phraſe 
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phraſe it) of Morbifick Matter in any 


of your Bodies, as may occaſion thele 
ſad Symptoms and diſmal Eftes. 
And if this be your cafe, where then 
is your Death-bed Repentance ? 

[t is neceſlary to Repentance (even 
in the vulgar Notion of it) that you 
ſhould not only remember your Sins, 
bur ſhould alſo be forry for them. Bur 
now ſuppoſing your Diſtemper is ei- 
ther a Frenzy or a Lethargy, or in any 
other inſtance of ſuch a nature, as 
ſhall wholly deprive you of your Me- 
mory and Underſtanding , your Re- 
pentance is then impoſſible. Bur, 

3. Suppoſing it 1s neither rh nor 
thus with vou ; but that God in his 
Mercy gives you a flow and eaſy paf- 
ſage our of this World. Suppoſe your 
Diſtemper is fo gentle, that it neither 
diſtracts you with Pain , nor difor- 
ders your Faculties ; but that, as we 
phraſe it, Tou bave your Semjes to the 
laſt. In ſuch a cafe as this (which is 
the moſt favourable that can be ſup- 
poſed) I will now examine, how far 
any Man who hath ſpent the time of 
his 
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his Health in Sin and Vanity, can be 
able ro Repenr. 

1. Wicked men, when they came Fo ate, 
may remember their Sms, which they [el- 
dom think on m the time of their Healths. 

The generality of men are fo whol- 
ly taken up with the Deſigns of This 
World, that they have neither leiſure 
nor inclination to think of the Next. 
In what a hurry ſuch men do ſpend 
the Day, is very obvious to obſerve ; 
and ar Night, being loaden with 
Wine and Buſineſs, they ſleep over 
their Cares and their Sins together. 

But when ſome lingring Diſeaſe 
ſhall confine them to their Chambers, | 
or nail them to their Beds ; when 
their Sleep is departed fram them, and 
that they lic rowling and tumb.ing, 
and wiſhing for the Day: Then they 
are at leiſure to conſider their Ways, 
and to remember what they have 
done, and to recollect the former Palſ- 
ſages of their Lives. 

2. Wicked men, when they come to die, 
may not only remember, but alſo may be 
wery ſorry, and much troubled for their 
Sims; 
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Sins ; and may likewiſe make a penitent 
Confeſſion of them. 

This evidently appears from the 
former Inſtance of Judas, who was 
not a lictle troubled for betraying his 
Maſter ; and as freely makes confel- 
fion of his Fault: I have /amned, im that 
I have betrayed tbe innocent Blod. 

And this is undeniable even from 
daily obſervation : Thoſe who vi- 
fit Sick-Beds, and hear the dyin 
Groans of departing Sinners, arc bel 
able to tell you how they will lamene 
their former Lives, and what wretched 
Sinners they have been. And ac fuch 
a time they will be very free and in- 
genuous in their Confeflion, with « 
thus, and thws have I done; and 
withal they may mightily judge and 
condemn themſelves for ir. 

If ever you have been laid upon a 
Sick-Bed, with the Terrors and A 
prehenſions of another World Lefore 
you, then I appeal to your own expe- 
rience for the truth of what I have 
now faid. 


— 
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3. Wicked men, upon their Death-Beds, 
may not only make a ſorrowful Confeſſion 


of their Sims, but al|9 they may earneſt ly | 


beg Pardon for then. 

There is a Principle of Self-preſer- 
vation in the moſt vicious carnal man, 
which prompts him to be folicicous 
for deliverance from an imminent 
Danger. A noted Inſtance of this 
you have in Seamen ; ſuch men (ef- 
pecially the common »ailers ) are not 
uſually over-zealous in Religion, and 
yet in a dangerous Storm, or in a 
leaky ſinking Ship, thoſe who ſeldom 
named God, unleſs in Oaths and Ex- 
ecrations , will now fall to their 
Prayers. 

And thus the moſt gracelefs, ſenſual, 
worldly Perſon, when he comes to die, 
and hath the proſpect of another 
World immediately before him ; when 
he ſees the Infernal Pic open to receive 
him, O with what earneſtneſs will 
he deprecate the Divine Vengeance! 
How paſhtonately will he pray unto 
Got ty ſpare him, to be gracious to 
him, to pardon and forgive him! 


Nay, 


gs -@/yS RN © _ =ua<v 


5 LT > # Wd w =*OI# 


”" 1 - © hd 


C—_— 
- 


_ HH -— Y. 


Repent ance. 19 


Nay, even thoſe who have been {6 
carelels and unconcerned, that they 
could never in their whole life-time be 


' perſuaded co remember our Bleſſed Sa- 


viour's Paſlion in the way of his own 
Inſticution in the Holy Sacrament; yet 
theſe very Perſons on their Deach-bed 
will pretend to remember it. 'Th 
will then plead his Merits and Satit- 
faction, and will beg God's Pardon 
for che fake of Jeſus Chriſt. 

This likewiſe, as to matter of Fact, 
is undeniably evident. 

4. Wicked Men, when they come to aye, 
may further make wery ſerrous Reſolutions 
of amendment of Life. | And in ſuch cafes 
wr is the noted Language of a Death- 

* O what a wicked Wretch have I 
* beet? I have done hw and 15a. But 
* if God will now pleaſe to ſpare my 
* Life, and reſtore me to my Health, 
* Fil become a new Man. I'll no more 
* be guiley of ſuch Intemperance. I'll 
* be wanton and laſcivions no more. 
* Ill take heed of lying and flandering. 
* And Ill refrain from this curling and 

B (wearing. 
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* {wearing. 1'1] be more careful tofan- 
© ctify the Sabbath. I] : not only fre- 
- quene che Church , but for the tu- 
* ture I 11 no more be guilty of vain 
* Sports and Paſltimes on the Lord's- 
ay. And on the Week-dav, tho'I 
© muſt follow my worldly Buſineſs. yer 
©T'll do it in derendance vu 1pon God's 
© Providence, ] will never more neg- 
© lect to pray unto God; but do now 
© refolve Morning and . Evening to 
*bend my Knces to my Creator and 
. Redeemer. 
As an Cc\ 


Le may þ 


idence that he 1s ſn- 
CCTC, Reſf it ul Ja- 
twfatlion m {cyeral it ſtances. 

fs He may declare that he bears no 
Malice, bur doth freely forgive all the 
World. He m ay likewiſe reſtore his 
ill-gotten Goods; and may give fatis- 
faction to thoſe he remembers to have 
wrongcd. 

And not only fo, but for the cloſe 
of all, 
in Reverſion ; and by his laſt Will and 
Teſtament may bequeath a bouncitul 
Legacy to the Poor. 

All 
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he may be large in his Chasxy ' 
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All this may be done, and it is the 
utmoſt that can be done upon a Death- 
bed. 

$. Let us now. impartially examine, 
IWhet ber all thu will amount to true Re« 
pentance ? Such a Repentance as ſhall 
find acceptance with a Pure and Holy 
God. 

1. Wicked Mun when they com. 19 Dye 
may-remember toe S117, 

But ſuch remembrance being no 
other than the exerciſe of a natural 
Faculty, is neither Repentance, nor 
any part of that Saving-work. The 
vileſt Wrereches do but too much re- 
member their Sins, and pleaſe them- 
ſelves in that Carnal Satisfaction they 
had in the enjoyment of them. 

Bur, you will ſay, this is not the 
Caſe. For ſuch a dying Sinner doth 
not barely remember his Sins, but he 
remembers chem with Shame and Sor- 
row, and is much troublcd for the 
committing of them. ind this Trouble, 
and Sorrow, and Compunttion of Mind , 
we hope will be accepted as true Reperc« 
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To this I anfwer. 

Such a dying Sinner is indeed very 
much troubled, and is under great an» | 
guiſh and perplexity of Mind. Bur 
let us now ſ{tiitly examine what's the 
occaſion of all this Conſternation ? Is 
he forry that he hath offended God, 
chat he hath cranſgreſſcd the Laws of 
ſo gracious a Majeſty ? This pretence 
15 not probable, when we retie&t up- 
on his former Converſation. He who 
made his own Will his Law, and ne- 
ver denied himſelf in any Carnal En- 
joyment ; but tho' God himſelf in his 
holy World hath expreſly delared , | 
That /uch and /uch things ought not to 
be done; yet becauſe of ſome preſent 
Pleaſure and Profit he is reſolved to 
commit them. He who was not only 

leaſed with his Sin , but gloried in 
fs Sin, and boaſted in his Sin; 'tis 
very unaccountable , that ſuch a Man 
all on the ſudden ſhould be thus ſorry 
for his Sin. "Tis ſtrange that his | 
Judgment and Appehenſion of things 
ſhould be thus changed in a mo- 
MmEnt. 
For 
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For his Conviction, I'll ſuppoſe him 
to be reſtored ro his former Health and 
Vigour,. and that the former Paſſages 
of his Life, in any inſtance, could bs 
repeated. Being under ſuch pleaſing 
Circumtanccs, can'he chen honeſtly 
and conſcientiouſly make this Expos 
ſtulation of Feſeph, How can I do thus 
great wickedneſs, and ſin againſt God f 

"Tis rrue, the Man is now troubled; 
but for what? *'Tis not fos his Sin , 
(which . he never had any Quarrel a- 
gainſt) but in plain terms, ir is for the 
puniſhment of his Sin. 

He is indeed thus far troubled for 
his Sin. He is very much out of Hu- 
mour that he can Sin no longer ; that 
he hath loſt his reliſh and inclination 
to it. It makes him heavy and lum- 
pith, that all his pleaſant Daysare paſs'd 
and gone; and that nothing now re- 
mains but a fad Reckoning and Ac- 
count. Rejoyce , O young man , in thy 
youth, - and let thy heart cheay thee in the 
days of thy youth, and walk m the Ways 
of- thy heart, and m the ſight of thine eyes; 
but know thou, that for all theje things Go4 
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will bring thee imto judgment, *Tis this 
Fudgment , this Reckoning and Ach 
count that makes him quake and trem+ 
ble. | 
When a poor dying Wretch, who 
hath negleted God and his Duty al} 
his life long, ſhall be now convinced 
by the decays of Nature, that his Soul 
muſt immediately be torn from his 
Body: When he looks upward, and 
there behotds-a juſt Judge ready to 
pronounce a ſad Sentence upon him : 

When he caſts his Eye downward, 
and there obſerves that place of Hor- 
ror, that flaming Furnace juſt ready 
to receive him: When he now ſees 
and conſiders theſe things, which for- 
merly in the days of his Vanity he had 
no leiſure ro think on; and further 
reflets, that all this Miſery is now 
brought upon him by his own folly, 
and that with a very little care and 
forecaſt it might have been prevented. 
Being under ſuch fad Circumſtances 
as theſe, *tis but a natural Love oft a 
Man's (If; 'tis no other than an in- 
ſtance of Self-prelervation to be trou- 
bled 
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bled and perplexed. In plain terms, 
Tifis anguiſh of Mind for the Happi- 
ck that is loft, and the 'Torments thar 
hall be endured, is the very Worm of 
the Damned that dizth not. And it 
fach Sorrow and Vexation as this is 
true Repenrtance, then thoſe mi iſ-rab's 
Creatures ſhall ll ſadly repent to all Erer- 
nity. Bur, 

2. Toe @jimg x Jon is not only (67) 
ir bus Sin, but al, o make: C: uf e/jzon & 
and very bumbly begs | ke for the aKke 
of Feſus Chriff, And will not ths be ac- 
cepted af Irue Repent ance ? 

I an{wer. 

We are indeed _ red by St. 

If we confe/s our [in , be & fauhbtul and 
wt to forgiye ms our ſins, 1 John 1. 9. 
But what kind of C ontetlion ſhall be 
acce ved, the Ho! y ICI 'p tires mult in- 
form us. 

In theſe Sacred Writinzs we are of. 
tan admonithed, that it is not an H:- 
[rerical Confeſſions 't15 not a bare 
knowledgment that we has 'C do on2 
tors Or thu; but it is a Penitenti [2 
Contethion ſhall tiad acceprance. /1 bs- 
B 4 0 
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fo confeſſeth and forſaketh bis fin ſhall find 
wercy, Prov. 28.13. A ſick dying Man 
may indeed confeſs his Sins; but how 
far he can be able to forlake his Sin, 
that is, to amend and reform, ſhall 
be conlidered in its proper place. 

Bur you wall lay, He not only cor- 
feſſeth, but be begs pardon for the ſake of 
"Fe/us Chriſt ; and we have a gracious 

romiſe that at ſuch a time we ſhall 
be heard, Call upon me m the day of trow- 
ble, I will delryer thee, and thou ſhalt glo- 
rify me, Plalm 50. 15. And our Blef- 
{:d Saviour hath aſſured us, //batſovewer 
ge ſhall uk the Father in my name, he will 
gre it you, John 16. 22. Now herc is 
a poor languiihing Creature in great 
diltrefs and crouble, and will not God 
accept him for the ſake of Jefus Chrilt? 

I anſwer ; 

All the Promites of God in Jeſus 
Chrift are 2ea and men, that is, molt 
fure and certain. Bur then you muſt 
allo know, theſePromiles are condi- 
tional, and the performance of them 
on God s part, doth ſuppoſe certain 
Qualincations and Condinons on our 
part. 
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part. Hawing therefore the e promiſes , 
dearly beloved.let us cleanle our (elwes from 
all flt hine(s of the 7 ly and pirat, Pi rfe&fþ- 
my bole r in the feg r of God, 2 Cor. ”.I. 
intimating, that unleſs we cleanſe our 
ſelves from all filthinefs, and do thu 
pertect 16+" we hare no title to 
theſe Promiſe 
Indeed Jefias « Chriſt hatly promiſed, 
thole that come wrto him, be will im no 
wiſe caſ# them ou! , but will kindly re- 
ceive them, and creat them as Friends. 
But upon what terms he will receive 
them, and own them as Friends; he 
himſe!f hach told us in theſe words. 
1 ' my frieenas, if ve da what, netyer [ 
' you, John 15. 14. F7/nd being 
4 (C6 * he bu CA IHC t bi 210. ' f 
414 # > / ary. 108 1171.0 a tucm that vory 
bim, Feb. 5. 9. 
| have now ſkewed you, that atua! 
Holinefs, or actual Otedience (which 
are one and the fame thing ) is the 
Goſpel-condicion of Salvation. . And 
if you can make it apncar, that a Man 
who in the time of his Health was 
fo far from the practice of Kelizion , 
Bs thas 
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tat he contemned deſpiſed it, 
nay, perhaps ridiculed and burleſqu'd 

"If, I fay, ſuch a Man when he is 
laid upon a Sick-bed, and is able to 
do nothing elſe, can obey the Laws 
of the Golpel, and walk in the ways 
of God's Commandments, then in- 
deed you ſay fomething ; otherwiſe 
here 1s, as vet, but very [lender en- 
couragement tor a Death-bed Repen- 
tance Bur, 

We ſuppoſe further, That the dy- 
meg Peron makes wery /erirus and paſſic- 
nate Reſolutions of amendmint of Ee 
find will not 1 'be Mercy of Ged accep f the'e 
Reſolutions? In /uch a Ca/e will not he oke 
the Hl ſor the Deed ? 

To this I anfwer; 

That when Men are in a preat 
fright, and are under the apprehenli- 
ons of ſome eminent Danger, 'tis then 
the molt common thing in the World 
to make Refolutions. What will not 
{uch Aien promiſe, it they may bur 
elcape luch and tuch a Danger | The 
_ of Mariners and Sceamen in a 
violent Storm, are a noted inſtance of 
ſuch Reſolutions, I.ct 


T.et us no\ 


r how — 


Reſolutions? g 


cher, < 


d)1 


fYCI 
thy 


Do ſtare this Matce 
That Kelp 
in the Gol, el as ou! 


@x*1 


Ci v &o 


obt. 


ICEZ 

1.1 TY 

1.;:4qen - LVica L116 
. TY 1 

«ill LION] [11 pF k 

LL 

” f 

vi T p , . 

W IICNT VW [I] T WW 


Or n Wi] T1114 


\ * . % £ <4 s . ' 
LV F .  & Wo © + 6 « : . IN J ro : 
Y z 3 * | _ : 4 " ' 
wo SI 1 2% Li Z / «l 14 1 C C43 
LION % b £ 4 «4 A . k we ws | Y 
” 1 . 
111 hs / . © Lil L ks Y 111 * b Jn 
CL 7M It H | s 
A; A - z - : # * — ! —_ Py 1 
4 "TIE # ” ASD 3% = Y k k . þ 
- , LS | ' I . 
Ng SINNCT $ 1 e7 UG DC UNCEICS 
, : % _ het | . . 
but CILAC $43 may : & w W | kk LED how 
” , 1 x , 
Ver 1NTENQsS TO nog Il, SUCTl a YY I'CICN 
þ LE ©. | | his M 
who hath {oO mY \ v. _ I ” ” LY oQ 
' l ” # 4 
% 4 , : * . F : = 4 . 
may\ b\ CHIC JUL FL Ft OI LOO De 
- py " - 


Bagent ance: 


IUNCL 


9 


, . 
hs ® 


k Y* : -—-y I | 
» EXaAImiNc, V [1 


*4x1 PTY IgE 
od Vo 111 AC. C AGICH 


| | . -- . 
T1A4UDIC 7 Ton 
. b 4% % | « * 
v LA UGH LG 
+ x | { % ow F ! ITN 


Wile man, Not to 

, but 
C3 VY 87 IVFOHN LC F() 
} COUII det how [. ly 


| LY 
\W . ' , . . - \ 
VV & Wb S4 Ri Ss ws 


39 Of « Death bed 


depraved in his underſtanding.,and may 
vainly imagine that God 1s fuch a one 
as himſelf. And becauſe he oblerves 
that frail Men have been often cheat- 
ed by him, and have really believed 
him, whilſt he made Promifes and 
Proteſtations of what he never intend- 
ed; he is fo foolith as to fancy, that 
an Omniſcient God may be likewiſe 
thus impoſed on. And therefore he 
wil! be as large and as pall:onate in his 
Promiſes of Reformation, as the molt 
notorious Maletactor ever was in hopes 
of Pardon. Whereas ſhould God reltore 
him to his former Health and Vigour, 
he wou!d then be as looſe and profane, 
as Luſtful and Intemperate, as Enwicus 
and Malicions, as Covetons and Worldly, 
as ever he was before. We ſhould then 
quickly have him at his old Cant: The 
charms of beauty and good Company are 
rot 16 be reſiſted. God forovye me, I am 
ſo wed to ths [wearins, [ rap out an Oath 
before I think on'r. find I am naturally ſo 
paſſionate, I ſee 1 cannot heip it, Bur be 
wot deceived; God us not mocked: for what- 
foever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he als reap, 


Gal. 6. 7. Bu: 
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But ſuppoſe the dying Sinner were 
ſincere, and did really intend that Re- 
formation which is now fo ſolemnly 
promiſed; let him ſadly conſider, how 
unlikely it is he ſhould be able to per- 
form all this. 

For his Conviction, I mult remind 
him ; 

There are Two things neceſſary to 
all uy OE. Ability and 
Or Pr [um 

As to 4bilits ; How difficult, if 
not impollible, it is for a ſick and dying 
Sinner to retorm his Narure, if ever it 
hath been your own caſe, you your 
{elves will be eatily convinced. When 
a man is oppreſied with pain, diſturb'd 
with Vuits, diſtracted with the Cla- 
mours of his diflatished Relations : 
Amidſt all this noiſe and diverfion , 
What can poſlibly be done? what Du- 
ries can be performed ? Do but ſeri- 
outly think upon it, and your own 
Appretenſions will excuſe my en- 
*Jargement. 

Bur ſuppoſing he had tke greateſt 
pPacity, pray, what time {> now left 
him 


J2 Of a Deat h-bed 
him to perfect fo vait a Work ? Evil 
Habits which have been long in gon«+ 
tracting, are not ſuddenly rooted our. 
When Luſts and Patlions ( by being. | 
often indulged ) are grown rampant, 
they are not ealily mortitied. A tho- 
rough Reformation is a work of time, 
and mult bedone ſuccethvely, and by 
degrees. This is fully intimated whilit 
we are admonilhed 0 go on to perfett ion. 
And to grow 1m grace. 

But what can that man do who is 
now a dying? When the Sentence of 
Death is pailed upon him, and his Phy- 
ſician hath given him over? To ta!k 
then of reforming his Life, when he 
now hnds he can live no longer, is 
ſuch an intolerable picce of wealncls, 
as in any other inſtance would ſcarce 
be heard with patience. 

Suppoſe a dying Father, who had 
ruined his Family by his Extravagant 
Courſes, ſhould thus comfore his de- 
jected, impoveriſhed Children ; 

Pe of good chrar, I am now reſobved . 


to be wery frugal. I'll provide for you, 
and get j:4 a good Eſtate, 


3 ” 
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Pray, what could be replied in ſuch 
a Cale * 

Hlas, Sir, you're a djyirg. You cannot 
i your head off the Pillow, You cannot 

ve till the morning. And bow ſhould you 
get w an Eſtate? To tell them kureher, 
AY » but 1 re /olwve it, and 1 hope you be= 
lie TOME. 

Such Reſolution would be but mean 
Satisfaction ; and a very ſlender ſup- 
ply of all their Wants. 

The Application is eaſy, and pray 
make it ettecually ro your ſelves. In 
ſhort ; Promiſes and Reſolutions are 
not Performances. Nor were ever ſo 
accepted by God or Man. Burt you 
will ſay ; 

4. He a ly, thus far, performs his 
Promi/es and 'K, 01u7 ONS, that be makes 
Reſtitution, nd that in Ga veral Inſt. IrVceS, 
II ill not this be acc epre d as true Ri penta nce? 

To this I Anſwer , 

That as Reſtitution is a moſt neceſſa- 
ry Duty, to which all injurious Of- 
tenders are liriatly obliged ; fo it is 
the ſurelt Expedient to fatisfy the 
Conſcience, and to convince both our 
{elves 
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and others of the truth and ſinceriry 
of our Repentance. 

Burt upon a ſtrict inquiry it will ap- 
pear, how dithculr ir is for a dying 
Perſon to make ſuch Reſtitution. 

For his Conviction I muſt remind 
him : That the word Reftitution, in its 
Latitude, denotes Two Things. 


I. The berry reconciled to the Per/un 
whom we bave offended. 

2. The grumg bm Satisfattion and Re- 
paration for the Damege bath been done 


ham. 


To explain this furcher , we are to 
obſerve ; Thar in Sins azainlt the Se- 
cond Table, there 1s net only an At 
of Diſobedience rowards God, but al- 
ſo of affront and injury againſt our 
Brother. And he who truly repens, 
in both theſe Inftances will cance! 
and undo, and take away his Sin as 
far as pollible. 

Ler us now examine, how far both 
thelc can be done by a dying Perfon. 
,” 


. r. Ihc 
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. The dying Sinner pretends to be 
reconciled to thoſe whom he hath of- 
fended. © He declares, He is very ſor- 
* ry. tor the envy and hatred, the ran- 
* cour and malice he hath been guflty 
* of; And alluces his Neizhbour he 1s 
* now very real, and dcfires chat what 
* is paſt,may be forgiven and forgotten 
* mutually on both tides. He is hearrily 
* troubled that he hath ever done him 
* any wrong, and deſires bus to forgive 
*him; and withal affures him , that 
© he himſelf doth now forgive bim and 
* all the World, as he expects to be for- 
* given for Chrilt's ſake. 

All this is plauſible and ſeemingly 
pious. Bur let me thus expoſtulate 
with this dying Sinner. 

You fay, you are now forry for the 
Wrongs and Injuries you have done to 
ſuch and ſuch Perſons. Let me ask you 
this ſhore Queſtion : 

Are you now able to affrone them 
any longer * Is it in your power to do 
chem further miſchiet? Is not your 
Malice now bridied, 15 not your Ran- 
cour limiced and reſtrained 7 
For 
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For your Conviction pray 
m2; 


relolve 


You fav. vou do now forvive. But 
were Vou thus ready to to: -oIVC in Ug! 
days of your Health and Vigour? Did 


not you then, on all occatons, expres 
your reſentments to the utmoit 2 Did 
not you then gratify your Spleen, and 
take the pleaſure of Revenge when ir 
lay in your power? What reaſon is 
there now to believe you, whilſt you 
protelt you do forgive him ? 

You fay, you forgive him, becauſe 
you do not hurt him. You do not 
hurt him, becauſe you cannor. 

Again, You ſay, you forgive him. 
But what hypocriſy is this, to pretend 
to forgive e, when you have had your 
Revenge already, and that to the 
molt, at leaſt as far, as your own 
ſafety . 1Ws would 


4+ © 
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and reſpect to the L: 
permit you to take it. 

Hl explain this further to you, in 
this following Caſe. 

An infulting Mahometan confines this 
poor innocent Cir; im Slave in a noy- 
ſome Dungeon, where with bad Air, 
and 


: 
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and worſe uſage, the poor Man's 
heart is broke. And being told, that 
he & dving, he pretends to be merci- 
ful, and gives order for his releaſe. Bur 
what a cheat is this, to ſay he doth re- 
leale him, when he can keep him no 
longer? God hath releaſed him. For in 
the Grave, the weary be at reſt. There 
the priſcners reſ# togetber, they bear not the 
woice of the oppreſ/or, Job 5. 17, 18. 

By the light of this Example you 
will eaſily underſtand the value and 
acceptance of a Death bed forgiveneſs. 

And juſt at the ſame rate, 

2. The dying Sinner makes Repa- 
ration and Satisfaction. 

* He is convinced that he hath inju- 
*red ſuch a Man, having wronged him 
*1n his Dealings to ſuch a value; And 
© is now not only ſorry for the injury, 
* but is alſo ready to make him A 
* ion. And «x not this uificient evidence 
* of the ſincerity of bus Repentance? 

Anſwer ; 

It is indecd very pleaſing to God, 
that thoſe who have been wronged by 
you, ſhou!d receive ſatisfaction for the 
Wrongs 
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Wrongs you have done them. And if 
this Reparation is not made by you in 
Perlon, it muſt then be made by your 
Heirs in Reverfion. But withal you 
mult be reminded ; that tho* what is 
paid and fatisfied by your Heirs, may 


in the ſenſe of the Law be called your | 


payment ; yet I much queſtion, whe- 
ther in the ſight of God it will be fo 
accepred. 

For to ſtate the Caſe faitly. 

You are now ready to part with 
your Eſtace, and rodiſtribure ic in pro- 
portion to thoſe you have wronged. 
But, pray, who thanks you for this, 
To bequeath your Eſtate when you 
can keep it no longer ? Thow fool, this 
wight thy ſoul ſhall be required of thee : 
then who/e ſhall thoſe things be which thou 
baſt provided? Luke 12. 20, that 15, 
they are then none of thine. So that 
Satisfation in Reverlion is not thine, 
but thy Heirs. And he who thus 
makes Reſtitution , he only pays his 
old Scores, by drawing a Bill upon his 
Executors. 


I have 
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I have now diſtin&ly examin'd what 
it is that a dying Sinner can be able to 


| perform in order to Repentance. As 


alſo, what ſmall hope there is, that 
ſuch kind of Repentance ſhould be ac- 
cepted by a pure and holy God. 

A man may remember his Sins; He 
may be ſorry for bis Sims 3 He may confeſs 
his Sms; He may beg Pardon for bis Sins, 
with firm Reſolutions of Amendment ;; 
nay, He may make atlual Refi uuticn to 
thoſe be hath wrong'd, and yet may be ve- 
jetted. 

But you will ſay, 

This is very harſh and uncomforta- 

leDodrine ; and we can ſcarce think 
that you yourſelf will be fo ſevereand 
ill-natur'd, as to practiſe accordingly. 
When you viſit Sick-Beds, and hear a 
poor Dying Creature to lament his 
Sins with Tears, and moſt earneſtly 
beg Pardon for the fake of Jeſus 
Chriſt : When you obſerve how paſ- 
fionately he reſolves, That if God will 
but ſpare him, he'll become a new man , 
and never more be guilty of ſuch extra- 
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What do you ſay or do in ſuch a 
Caſe? Nay, what muſt ſuch a'witkel 
man do , who having lived a vicios 
Life, ſhall thus happen to be furprh 
zed by Death ? 

Dare you be ſo uncharitable as to 
paſs the Decree upon him, and fay, 
That he 5 paſt bope d There's no remed 3 
brit be ts certainly damned ? 

Anſwer 3 
I dare not preſume to limit the Hs 
One, whoſe Mercies are Infinite. In 

ſuch a Caſe I will nor cenſure, but 
admoniſh and inſtruct. I will exhort 
the dying Sinner to remember his 
Sins; to bewail his Sins; to beg Par- 
don for his Sins ; to make firm Re- 
ſolutions of Amendment ; and where 
there 15 occaſion, to make Reſtitution. 
And having prayed earneſtly for him, 
and commended him to God's Mercy, 
Do I then ſay, Such a one ſhall be d1mmed? 

ſo; I dare not. But dol [ay he ſhall be 
ſaved ? No ; I cannot. What then to 
I reſolve ? What do I determine "in 
this matter? I will be filent, and de- 
termine nothing. For as I dare not 
flatter 
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flatter him into a falſe and groundleſs 
Prelumption, fo neither would I link 
kim into the horror of Deſpair. I ſay, 
I, will determine nothing ; 1 w#l judge 
rothing before the time, All that I can 
do, in this dark, intricate Cale, is to 
* commend him to the Extraordimmary Mer- 
* cy of God, to which we muit leave 
ome great Caſes, not knowing what to 
* judge of them our ſelves. Pdſ.bly, God, 
* who will have mercy on whom he 
* will have mercy, may pleaſe to let this 
* Dying Sinner be a ſignal Example of bs 
© Unlanited Power and Preregatrvoe s T0 
© [ave beyond all ordinary Rules. 
Whether it may be :4as, or thus, 1 
darc not determine. What God can 
do, ex plenitudine Poteſfatis, or by his 
Prerogative, is not for us to diſpute. 
However, I muſt be fo faichful romy 
Office, as to admoniſh this dying 
Sinner, That the Goſpel, by the Laws 
of which we muſt be judged, doth 
exprelſly declare, That attual Holime(s, 
and attiual Obedience, are the neceſſary 
Conditions of Salvation. When there- 
fore a man hath been vicious and ex- 
travaganc 
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travagant all his Life long, if God 
doth accept his Dying Refolutibns, | 


'tis more than he hath Promiſed: And 
'tis more than he hath given us Au- 
thority to Preach and Declare. * 
But are we not told in the Goſpel, 
That the Labourers were rewarded who 
came into the Vineyard at the Eleventh | 
Hour ? And that the Thief Won the C roſs 
was recerved into Paradiſe? And are 
not theſe Two Examples ſufficient for 
a Death-bed Repencance ? 
I Anſwer: + 
"Tis very deplorable , what flight, 
trifling Prerences , what thin, fig-leaf 
Excuſes ſome men will make for the 
negle& of their Doty. As, in parti- 
cular, may appear by a ftrict Exami- 
nation of thefe 7we Inſtances. 


j 1 


d | 
S, | 


y | HIS being a Parable, is to be 
[ interpreted as all other Parables 


1 | ought to be. 
be Tis a Rule among the Schoolmen, 
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L of the Labourers tm the V, ineyard. 


0 

bh \ Theologia Symbolica non et Argumenta- 

2 , trova; thatis, Arguments are not to be 

» drawn from the particular Circum- 

- + ſtances of Parables, but only from the 
chief Scope and Deſign of chem. 

Now when you have obſerved the 
Scope and Deſign of this Parable, 
F (which you read, Marrb.20.) you will 
, then calily be convinced, what ſlender 

encouragement it gives for a Death- 

bed Repentance. 
The Story « the : 

© A Maſter of a Family hires a Com- 

* pany of Workmen to dig in his Vine- 

\ © yard. ond 8s: hires early in the 

| © Morning, and bargains to give them 

; * 6 Pans 5 dey for thake Labour. About 
-'| © the 7Þxd hour, ( which anſwers to 
© our Nine in the Morning) as alfo at 
* the Sixth hour, (_ is our Twebve 
ar 


: 


| 
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* at Noon ) and at the Neth hoyr, 
* (which is our 7hyee in the Afternoon ) 
* he hires more Labourers with this 
, condirion, IWhatſorver «s 418 I w 
* give you, that is, I will not bind nay 
© ſelf to give you the Wages of a whole 
* Day for working part of it ; bur ac- 
* cordihg as'you behave your ſclves, I 
© will reward you. 

© At the Ewwenth hour ( which is 


© about our Five in the Evening? he 


© rakes in moreWorkmen upon the ſame 
* terms. And at Night he gives them 
© their Wages, and pays thenr alt alike: 
© Ahd tho' ſome. of them were difcon- 
© rented. at this forr of Diftburion; 
* and thotgght” it unequal,” that thoſe 
© who had workt but one ſingle hour; 
© ſhould be paid as largely as they, who 
had ſwear for ic all the Day ; yet they 
© were quickly ſilenced by being rold, 
4 Friend, I do thee i WYerg, that 15, they 
© had their Barggitr” And what reaſon 
© had they to* chvy and namegr; if 
C either to chcourage Induſtry, or to 
# expreſs his own Bounry,he had given 
« ro theſe /a#, as unto them who were 
—_— Fhis 
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This is the Parable. The Interpre- 
tation of which, the meaneſt Capacity 
will thus eafily comprehend. 

Almighty God, the great Houſhol- 
der, calls ſeveral Labourers, both Fews 
and Gentiles , into his Vineyard, the 
Church. Ar ſeveral hours of the Day, 
that is, in different Ages of the World, 
and at ſeveral times of mens Lives. 
Thofe who came in at the Eleventh 
hour, that is, in the declining part of 
their Lives, they had cheir reward of 
Glory, as well as thoſe who came in 
at the firlt. 

From which Parable fome Perſons 
have made this Inference. 

That tho' a Man may have loiter'd 
all the Day, and waſted the time'of 
his Lite in Sin and Vanity, yer if he 
comes # at the Eleventh hour, that &, 
if he Repents, and is forry for his Sirt 
at his Death, God'will then both'acs 
ceþt and reward him. 

But this is a very groſs and facal 
miſtake, and it is the greateſt Chariry 
to make Men ſenſible of ig 


off Now 
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Now in order to ſuch Mens Con- 
viction, I ſhall deſire them to cohi- 
ſider, 2 

I. They who came in at the Ek: 
wenth hour, they came in and work'd 
as ſoon as they were called. Had they 
been called ſooner, they would have 
work'd ſooner. Had they been called 
at the Nawb hour, they would have 
work'd from the Neb hour. Had they 
been called at the Sixtb hour, they 
would have work'd from the Sixth 
hour. Had they been called early in 
the Morning, they would have work'd 
from that time. This being the ver 
reaſon they gave for their Idleneſs, 
Vit. No man bath bired 'ws. 

But what is this to the Caſe of a 

ing Sinner now under the Goſpel ? 

ho was called upon, and inviced to 
work, not only at the Elwenth hour 
or at the Nimtb hour, or at the Sixrh 
hour, but carly in the Morning, eveh 
in the very beginning of his Life"; 
from his Childhood , in the dawning 
of the Day , he was called to this 
State of Salyation. But he — 
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refuſed to work, and reſiſted the ma- 
ny Calls and Invitations of God, and 
ſghted the Warnings and Admoniti- 
ons of his Miniſters. He waſted his 
Time, and ſquander'd his Days in 
Hlenefs and Luxury ; - and being now 
come to the period of his Life, he 
only begs pardon for not working. 
I fay, What pretence of comfort can 
he frame from this Parable , that 
God will reward him only for /:/h- 
<—. and Wouldings at the laſt Gaſp? 

ut, | 
2. Thoſe Labourers who came in- 
to the Vineyard at the Eleventh hour, 
tho* indeed they came m late, yer 
they work'd one hour, and they con- 
tinued labouring to the cloſe of the 
Day. But had they ftaid to the Twelfth 
hour, when working was over, and 
ſhould thus make their Confeflion to 
the Steward : Sir, "tu true, you hired 
as in the Morning , and we promiſed you 
to. came and work. But ſo it happens, we 
ba been idling, and {oitering, and drver- 
ring our ſelves all the Day. However we 
are now ſorry for it , and bope you will 
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paſs it by, and give HS CONT th ages among [t 
the reſt. 

Pray, what an{wer would he wake 
to ſuch Men as theſe? 

This is the very Caſe of a Death- 
bed Repentance. For the dying Sin- 
ner doth not fo much as come #» at 
the Eleventh hour, bur ſtays coll the 
Twelfth ; till Nizbt cometh , when no 
man can work, He hath been triſling 
and loitering, revelling and carefling 
all che time of his Lif: z and now ex- 
petts at his Death chat God ſhould re- 
ward him, becauſe the Labourers in 
the Vineyard, who came not in till 
the Elwenth hour, did receive their 
Wages equal with che firſt. But, I 
fy, how great a cheat he puts upon 
himſelf in this comparifon, will cafily 
appear from theſe premiſes to any 
conſidering Perſon. 

Tis true, Thoſe who came in at the 
Eleventh hour they had their Wages, 
for they did work ove hour, But what 
chen ? Therefore thoſe thall be reward- 
ed who did not work at all. This i5 
Indeed- the nowd Logick of a dying 
SInacr, 
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Sinner. Bur the Inference 1s too tri- 
fling to deſerve a Confutation. 

The Seccnrd TInftance commonty ur- 
ged in favour Of a Death-bed Repen- 
Fance, 


The Thief upon the Croſs. 


OU read his Story, Luke 23. 
from Verſe 39. © Our Bleſled Sa- 

* viour being crucifted between ws 
© Thieves, One of them railed on him, 
© ſaying , If theu be Chriſt , ſave thy ſelf 
* and us. As if he had faid, If thou 
* art what thou pretendeſt to be, a 
© Chriſt, a Saviour, if thou art not a 
* Cheat and Impoſtor, fave thy ſelf and 
* ts. | But the other anſwering , reouked 
© bim, ſaujive , Doſt wot thou fear God, 
: ecivg thuu art in the [ame Condemnatiy 
on? /ind we mdeced juſtly, that i5, we 

* were juſtly condemned, and we juſt- 
© ly now ſuffer the Sentence of our 
* Condemnation. For we receive the 
© dane reward of our Deeds ; bat tha Man 
© bath dune nothing amiſs, that 15, he 1s 
© an Innocent Perſon whom the Jews 
C 4 and 
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© and Rowan do thus barbarouſly Maur- 
* ther. 7nd he ſaid unto Jews, Lord, 
* remember me hen thou comeſ# mio thy 
* Ringdow. As if he had faid;, Tho 
theſe contemn and revile thee'2as 
* mean and deſpicable, yet I acknow- 
* ledge thee to be a Great Lord, and 
* that thou haſt a Kingdom to dil- 
4 64 on. And 7 elus | ail unto bim , 
* Pevity, I ſay unio thee, To day ſhale 

* then A. with me im paradiſe 3 that is, 
© immediately after thy Death thou 

* ſhalt go to a place of Happineſs, 

© and there abide with me, as a Mem- 
© ber of that my Kingdom which thou 
* now askeſt for. 

This is the Story of the Thief upon the 

Cro/s, 

From whoſe Example, Carnal, Li- 
centious Perſons do thus encourage 
themſelves in their cxtravagant Pra- 
Eticcs. 

© We are fully convinced of the ne- 

* cefliry of Repentance. And we fo 

© as fully reſolve, ſome time or other, 

* to Repent. Bur why ſhould we be 
© forward to diſturb our Pleaſures, 
and 
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* and neglet our Buſineſs as to do it 
© wow, ſince we may Repent hercafter 
* at better leiſure? And tho' we ſhould ' 
© be fo far diverted, as not to Repent 
till our Death, yet we have here-an 
encouraging. Example, we ſhall then 
be accepted. This Thief had been 
very notorious and. extravagant, an 
Offender of the firſt Rate ; and yet 
when he calls for Mercy, tho” it was 
with his laſt Breath, his, Lord, re- 
member me when thou comeſt tmto th 
_— waz comfortably anſwered 
with a The day thou ſhalt be with me 
im paradi/e. And therefore, tho” the . 
greateſt -part of our Lives, like this - 
Thief's, may have been ſpent in Sin 
and Vanity, yet if we can but fay, 
Lord bawe mercy upon 18, with our 
© laſt Breath, we ſhall likewiſe be ac- 
* cepted. 
To this 1 
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An(wer : 
bw I > /a dangerous thing -to pre: 
. fume on God's Mercy. . And 
fo provoking is ſuch Preſumption, that 


'f the bare ſaying of theſe words, Lord 
CG £ hawe 
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bave mercy upon me , would ſave thy 
Soul ; it may ſo happen, through the 
juſt Judgment of God, t'10u mayſt not 
be able to do it. 
Thou mayft dye ſuddenly, or thou 
mayſt dye Stupid, or raving-mad. 
_ * But ſuppoſe thou haſt both Breath, 
and che uſe of thy Reaſon to ſay theſe 
words, here is very flendet encourape- 
ment from the Example of this Thief, 
that a dying Sinner, who never re- 
ented till his Neath , ſhall then find 
Mercy. 
*,. For to prove the Validity of a Drar/- 
"bed Repentance , from the Example of 
"this Thief, 7ws things are ſuppoſed. 
IT. That this Thief was a tvery wicked 
Alan. 
2. That he COP; trmued im hte IV”, ov 1 FI [ 
nor repent till the time of by Death. 


Now, if neither of thcſe 7». can be 
proved, then the Caſe of this Thief is 
nar parallel, nor a firm foundation foi 
the Validity of a Death-bed Repen- 


tance. 


1, It 
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1. Itdoth notappear, The: this Thief 


Was a very wicked Man. 

He is called indecd a Thief, and 
dies as a Malcfactor. But now, a good 
Man, and who is ſo in the general 
Courſe of his Life, may by ſurpriſe, 
and the violence of a Temptation, be 
guilty. of a very bad Action, of which 
he afterwards doth lincerely Repent. 
The ver) Cale of David and Peter. 
But further, he is called indeed a Thief 
in our 'I ranllation ; ans in the Greek, 
Latro in the Latin. But what thdſe 
words do properly ſignity, we-.muſt 
further examine. 

It was the Character of Barobbar, 
that by was ARFRE » a Rovo:r. So We 
j late it, fobn 18. 45, But what 
FT Perſon he was, may be infer'd 
from 4 aka places of >cripture 

It 15 laid of this B. rebbas, That for 
a cericim edition made t3 the city, and fa 
» urther , be was c.:[t m1 op yon, Luke 23. 
I'Q, And vt. Alark tells US, Chap. If» 
\ CT. [rre Was ow m. imed Baravsa f, 
whic | ” bound with them, who had mde 
TU TECCL LOH Wi), bum, that 15, at his In- 
{tiganton 
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ſtigation and Procurement. He was, 
it's probable, the Ringleader and 
Captain of the Rebels. The which 
conjecture is further confirm'd by the 
ſtory of this Barabbas in'St. Matth. 2% 
I6. They (that is, the Fews) bad then 
s notable priſoner called Bargbbas ; Ne war 
Shower, Now the word #iowues, lig- 
hes an Emment Perſon, a Man of Note 
and Quality, 

This Barabbas then was the Head of 
the Party. Who as Zealots for their 
Nation and Religion, had 'made a ri- 
img againſt the Roman: ; in which at- 
tempt being unſucceſsful, they were 
pumihed as Malefacors. And yet this 
Barabbas , tho" the Captain-General 
of a Party, is called, aunts; Latro, a 
Thaef. 

And in Confirmation of this, I 
muſt further obſerve ro you , That 
the word Latro, which 15 now a term 
of Ignominy and Reproach, and s 
uſually trantlated, a Thief, or a Robs 
ber; did anciently ſignify no more, 
as the belt Authors inform us, than 
a hed Souldier.. And Latroemar: pro 
Militare, 
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Milnare , 1s noted Language in Plas- 
Fas; 

1 So that this penitent Thief, as great 
z Malefactor as he is uſually ſuppoſed, 
was no worſe (for ought we know to 
the contrary) than a Souldier, who 
hapning to be on the wrong fide, was 
puniſhed as a Malefactor. 

But now fuppoling , 

2. That this Thief had been a very 
wicked Man ;- (which is more than 
was ever yet proved againſt him) yer, 
How do we know that he did not Repent, 
even long before. be died? And- if fo, it 
he had formerly repented, then his 
Caſe is nothing to the purpoſe, nor 
can his Example, with any ſhew of 
reaſon be urged in favour of a Death- 
bed Repencance. 

But ſuppoſing, 

3. That this Thief was, 1.. 4 very 
wicked Man,nort a Souldier, as the word 
may be render'd , but a Thief, and-a 
Robber, in the ſtricteſt Senſe. And 
ſuppoſing, 2. That be did not Repert till 
ls Death. Yer I ſhall ſhew, ex abur- 
Jami, that his Example ought not to 
be 
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be urged in favour of a Death-bed Re- 


pentance. As will more fully appear 

by examining the Circumſtances. of | \ 

this Thiet 's Convertion. = 
| 4 

r. .*Tis pe{{ible he never heard of | | 
Chrift er} hos Grucitixion, | 

If he wasa Gerr:/c, and nora Few, 

'tis highly probable he never did. Fox 
Chritt; ac fickt,! 24s not (ont bn # 
loſt (lroeÞ of 16: han'e of | rate. And the 
Commtt:om, Go, freact ail Narrens. 
was not enlarged nll the day of his 
Aſcention. 1t this was bis Cale, How 
cou ll þ bein ur on jm, "01 Wu: 1 Ve O84 | 
mo! beard 4 y0 that on chus Ip DOLGON, 
noother than a L/cath-tcepentance was 
pothble to this 1 inet. 

2, SUppoling he | ad heard ot Chriit, 
and that ic was 1ntormed by common 
Fame , that there was a Man called 
ferinre, Who had done oreat Naracles 
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He had indeed heard of Chrift, and 
the: ſeveral Patlages concerning him. 
But ſuch was the Courſe of Lite this 
Thief is ſuppoſed to have led , that 
he had no great curiolity to inquire 
over-[tritly into ſuch matters. Bur 
when it fo hapned that he was ap- 
prehended for Robbery, and condem- 
ned to 'dye at the fame time with 
Chwiſt; this in all probability made 
him curious © inquire after him, 
and to learn all the Circumſtances of 
bis Appreheniion , Tryal , and Be- 
haviour. For whence he obſerved 
© much as convinced -him, that he 
was the true > ias. And lo he be- 
eved on hin d had Salvation by 


Pur what encouragement 15s this to 
thee. O pretuming Chriſtian! who 
was bartized mtro Chriſt, and di- 


ftinctlv inftructed in the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel, even from thy Child- 
hook 


Had this Thief. as thou art. been 
early admicred into the Church; had 
he then been mſtructed in his Duty, 


—__ 
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and conſtantly admoniſhed to conti- 
nue in it: And if after ſuch Admiſ- | 
fron, ſuch. Inſtructions and Exhorta- ! 


tions, had he.ſtill live upon the:Pad, 
and ſpent his time in Roving and 
Robbing, in Luxury. and - Injuſtice ; 
and had rejected che Warnings - and 
Admonitions of his Teachers. Had 
this becn his Caſe, we.have.chen the 
juſteſt reaſon. to pronounce, That a 
ſhore Ejaculation at his Death would 
not have been accepted.; and ' his 
Lord remember me, would have been 
rejeted with a Depart from me, 1 
know thee not, then worker . of. Iniquity. 


But, 


2. The Caſe of this Thief was miracu» 
lons and extraordinary. And that whe- 
ther we conſider the Penitenrt, or the 
Grace of God in pardoning, 


1. As to the Thief; probably he 
had lived in great Ignorance, and.ngr 
ver had the means of Grace till now. 
And therefore. to profeſs his Faith in 
Chriſt, when te ſaw him hanging up- 
G on 
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on'the Crofs, was very ſignal and ex- 
| traotdinary. 

| - He confeſſed Chriſt when his own 
Diſciples fled from him, and when 
Puter himſelf denied him. Nay, fo 
great was the Scandal of the Croſs , 
that all Men then forſook him, and 
loft their Faith in him, and had no 
further hope of Help ahd Salvation 
from him. 

Now to confefs and own hirh at 
fuch a time as this, was fo pleaſing 
and acceptable co our Saviour, that he 
makes him a ſignal Inſtance of his 
Grace and Favour. 

2. It was very agreeable to the Di- 
' vine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to do 

ſomething extraordinary on fuch a 
folemn Occaſion as this. Thereby to 
ſignalize the Efficacy of our Saviour's 
Mediatorſhip, and that at ſuch a 
time, when the Dignity and Glory of 
 hisPerſon was moſt clouded. and ob- 
 ſcrired: 

From theſe Premiſes it appears , 
Thar this Inſtance of the Thief upor 
the Croſs, was miraculous and extra- 
ordinary. 
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«gp + And we have a known 
Rule, ctraerdinaria non debert Ce, le Ex- 
empta , "Fm aordinary Calzs arc no] 
Rule for practice. | 


The I'ra elites had Manna ſho! 'vred 


down from Heaven. Will you there- 
fore leave vour Husbandry , and ex- 
pect your Bread from the Clouds ? 


Will you. adventure to leap into | 


the Sea, becauſe you read that Tonab 
was ſaved from thence ? Look up- 
on this Thief as a Jonah in the ><a; 
A Miracle -of Grace; a Prodigy of 
Providence. 

A King in his ! Progreſs palling by 
the Place of Exzcutiga.y as an In- 
ſtance of his Royal Favour, pardons 
a Thief with the Rope about his 
Neck ; Dare you therefore be encou- 

raged to play the Thiet, in hopes 
ſuch a ſtrange and unuſual Par- 
don 2? 

And if you dare not thus venturg 
your Life, your Temporal Concern ; 
dare you hazard your Soul, your Ertr- 


nal Concern: 
To 


41 


— 


"a 


'N 
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Op * : i | 
To COVNCUIGE. 


Our Bleſſed Saviour in pardoning 


19] this Thief; in ſuch an extraordinary 


"4s 


manner, hath ſhewed us what he car 
do, that none may Deſpair. But he 
hath likewiſe declared in kis Holy 
Word what he ordinarily w:{ do, 
that none may preſume. He hath 


| plainiy told us, That without belimeſs no 


man ſhall ſce the Lord , Heb. 12. 14. 
And that evrry one ſhall receive the things 
done in his Body, according to that be hatb 


done , whether it be good or bad, 2 Cor. 
F+ In, 


The CLOSE. 


Have now faithfully repreſented 
the Uncertainty and Danger of a 
eath-bed Repentance. And have plain- 
y:admoniſhed you, That if you neg- 
lect to-Repent now, and defer this 
neceſſarv Work to you know not 
when hereafter, you have juſt Cauſe 


co 
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to fear you will newer Repent.  Forjc , 
either you may be prevented by al 
ſudden ſtroke, and fo your Rependc 1 
tance is impoſlible ; or clſe diſtugbqd dy 
with the Pains and Tortures of aJjlag- 
guiſhing Bed. Which indeed may\c ; 

iſtract you with Remorſe and An-|c , 
guiſh, wich Horror and Deſpair ; but|: 
it is much to be feared without true |c 
Repencance. «1 

I do much hope (and do earneſtly 'c 
pray) that what I have now faid on''c, 
this Subjet, may make. its due Im- « 
reflion upon you. But the more ef- 
efually ro perfuade you , give me 
leave to mo my Admonitions , 
with the noted words of a truly Great 
—and God Man, now with God. 


| 


c 
c 
c 
c 
£ 
: ET no Man deceive you with | « 
; vain Words, or with falſe Ng- | « 
* tions of a light and ſudden Repen- | c 
* tance. Do not delude your ſelves: | c: 
* with vain hopes, that this Work ray: | < 
© be done at any time, and in an 1n-- | « 
© ſtant; and that if you can but faſhi-: | c 
© on Your laft breath into Lord bewer | £ 
* mercy 
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VS mercy upon me, this will prevail with 
© God, and make Atonement for the 
ef lohg Courſe of a wicked and ſinful 
4 a t ſtrange thoughts have Men 
Y'* of God and Heaven? As if Heaven 
| were an Heſpital, founded on pur- 
_ l e to receive all ſick and maimed 
©\© Perſons ; that when they can live 
* no longer to the Luſts of the Fleſh, 
Y '© and ſinful Pleaſures of this World, 
V's can but put up a cold and formal 
- © Petition to be admitted there. 
"| *©Noy no, as ſure as God is true, 
* © they ſhall never ſee the Kingdom of 
» © God, who inſtead of ſeeking it in 
* © the firſt place, make it their laſt Re- 
* fuge ml Retreat. And when they 
* find themſelves under the Sentence 
| © of Death and Damnation, only to 
' | "avoid preſent Execution, and ſince 
' | © there is no other remedy, do at laſt 
'| ©bethink themſelves of gerting- to 
©\Eaven, and fall upon their Knees, 
' *to. Perition the Great Yoke of the 
© World, that they may tranſported 
'| ©thither, 


. 


* Can 
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* Can any Man in reaſan ex; ><A], 

* that ſuch a Peticion will be gran ted? 

F I etl you Nays, but EXCESS? you reÞ aol. 

* fooner, and ac a fitter time, and 4 K cy], 
"8 23 laſhion, you fha'l | tan; Dc 

Fe ſh. As much amy deſires the Sat |, 

vation of Men. ke will not profti. |, 

* rnte Heaven, and {cr the Ga res of it |, 

_ wide Open to chaſe, who only fy ©.1, 

it in extremit Y, but never ſoughtis f 


# 

In good earneit, nor inc lecd do | now 1. : 
Care for It, Or det ie iT for any other £ | 
reaſon , but to excuſe them from |, 


"going to Hc+!. ' They have no value | 
*for . Heaven , becauſe they ate in no 
*wilc fit for ir. But yer they think |, 
"He! to be the worſe place of che 
* TWO. 
*©I am afraid this is the true Inter- | 
l . 
pretation of many a Man's Repen- |, 
© tance, Who. hath deferr'd it till he 
© comes to dye. I do not {peak this to 
diſcourage Repericacts even at that |, 
"time. I deny not the potlibilicy of, |, 
* the thing. But to ſpeak the belt of. |, 
it, it is a very dangerous Remedy. | 
£ For, alas, how unfic are moſt Men 
: s 
at 


c 


c 
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at ſuch a"time for ſo great and ſeri- 
© ous I'Work as Repentance is, when 
they are unhc for the ſmaileſk matter, 
and how. hard j5 it for.any, Man then 


ry : . - = , " 

© to be allured of the truth and reality 
 1* of his Repentance, when there is no 
© . I * . * 

( ſutficient opportunity ro make trial 

© of the linceriry of it? I detire ro have 
tl. | 
) as large : pprehentions of IC Mercy 
; * of God as any man. Fur withal, I 
"4 an. very {ure that be is the hardeſt to 


_ © be impoled y on, of any one in the 

. * World, And no Man that hath any 
, |* worthy apprehenſions of the Deity, 
*|*canin iagine him to be lo ealy, as to 
* forgive Men upon the laſt Word and 
* Intimati« "nt ot «therr - Minds; and to 
have ſu cl) a tof \inefs for Offenders, 


Ln 


_ |* as would retiect upon the Prudence 
© of an) Magith ate and Governor up- 
* on Eact! 


C — , ; s Fas ; F 

0 m T ; # 7 , © " - " f# ", 
God vyr.int that 1 may /mcerely endiae 
£ nt ” 7 4 p p-- 


} 

l - 

: vour to live a Hily and Þ irt: ons Life; 
C 1 , RE 

; and MIyY DAVE & Com fort of that when 


l 
| 


4 # | . , . Ef. 
F CO6H;< ; $S #%B 4nd 1 bat I 190 HE VCIT C 4 
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F lo unwiſe , 4s to veninure all bopes of| 
© 8 bleſſed Eternity upon & Death-=bed Re- 
© pert ance. 


Vid. Archbiſhop Tilhrſon's Ser. on Eccle{. 12. 1. 
and Ser. on Heb, 3. 13. 
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